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HE publication: of , the following diſccurſe 73 
owing, partly ta the. approbation it met with 
from many of the two ſocieties to which it was 
preacbed—partly ib tht rottions with whith ſome 
were pleaſed ti notieeit, who did hot beur it. © 
: The Author. bas reaſoti to apprebend, that the 
public appearance af it will gratify the former, and 
that the latter will not be diſpleaſad; ds he 40i/hes th 
juſtify himſelf to thoſe who condemned him unheard. 

It has given bim pain to find, that il was -ton- 
fidered by ſome mirely as a politital Sermon. 

His aim was to awaken, by a view of the proſ- 
pells befort us, religions ſentiments and reflections, 
and to promote the revival of piety and virtue. 

With this deſęn he addreſſed the humanity of bis 
une endeavoured to place our ationdi fits: 
tion in every light-that appeared ſuited 10 intersſÞ the 
beurt, and attempted to give thiir rep a ſaber, 
ſerious, and devout turn. 

He will only add, that the diſcourſe is Materia 
and ſubſtantially the ſame as he preached it. It is 
Jubmittedto the attention of the candid. The Author 
ſeeks no higher honour here, than to approve him- 
ſelf the friend of liberty, truth, and religion; and, 
engaged in ſervices of this tendency, looks forward 
to a future ſtate with peculiar hope and pleaſure. 


Sold bp J. Jonns0u, No. 72, St. Pauls 
nnen 


* THE Monger of © for chk Faith, 
conſidered in a Sermon preached at Taunton. 
To which is ſubjoined, a Letter to the Rev. 


Mr. Rooker, occaſioned by. his Sermon on the 
ſame Subject. Price 8d. \ | 


2. py Practical Diſcourſe on * Moral Uſes 


and —— of Chriſtian 3 Price 6k 1 


dl Two Letters on the late Applications to 
Parliament. of Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters : 
One an Addreſs. to the Diſſenting Laity, on the 
Subject of thoſe Applications; the other an 
Enquiry into the Lawfulneſs of the Declaration 
propoſed to be ſubſtituted in the Room of Sub- 
ſeription to the Articles of the Church of Eng- 
land. Trice 25. 


The above by bonus Toon A. M. 
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JEREMIANH, Chap. iv. Ver. 19. 


My bowels, my bowels: I am pained at my very 
heart ; my heart maketh a noiſe in me; I can- 
not bold my peace, becauſe thou haſt beard, O 

my ſoul, the ſound of the trumpet, the an of 


WAar. 


T is a noble ſentiment which a Roman author 
hath put into the mouth of one of his prin- 
cipal characters: * I am a man, and feel for all 
mankind.” We are informed, that at the de- 
livery of this ſentiment, the whole theatre re- 
ſounded with ſhouts of applauſe. The benevo- 
lence and humanity of it are ſtriking and amiable; 
an honour to a Pagan : worthy a Chriſtian, 

Our religion is particularly adapted to hu- 
manize, to enlarge the heart. No one who hath 
learnt its generous leſſons; no one who hath 
imbibed its kind ſpirit, can be a ſtranger to the 
ſympathy it inſpires; a ſympathy which brings 
commiſeration for the diſtreſſed, and feels an 
intereſt, in the rights and happineſs of the moſt 
remote nations of the earth. 

When calamity befals; when evil We 
ourſelyes, and thoſe with whom we are united 


by all the render charities of life—the ſon of 
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diſſipation will look ſober, the heart will forget 
its ſelfiſhneſs in ſympathetic thoughts for * 
public. 

— Such affecting ſcenes now lie before us.— 
Every one to whom his country 1s dear, 1s, or 
ought to be alarmed : to be pained at the proſ- 
pect of a war, which, in all probability, will 
ſpread diſtreſs through every part of the Britiſb 
empire; a war to which we feel a peculiar aver- 
fion ; a war which hath its own particular horrors 
and miſeries. 

I truſt there are great numbers of all perſua- 
"ions, whoſe humanity is not ſubdued by the 
ſentiments of party, whoſe zeal for their coun- 
try's weal is not overpowered by prejudice ; who 
are conſcious to feelings correſpondent to thoſe 
of the prophet, whoſe ſoul ſeems to have been 
pierced with the keeneſt anguiſh ; to have been 
alarmed with the deepeſt diſmay, when he uttered 
theſe moving exclamations :—My bowels, my 
bowels : I am pained at my very heart ; my heart 


maketh a noiſe in me; 1 cannot hold my peace, 


becauſe thou haſt heard, O my ſoul, the Jena of the 
trumpet, the alarm of war. 

The proſpect which drew from the prophet 
this ſtrong and expreſſive language, was that of 
Nebuchadnezzar's invading J1/raet with a power- 
ful army. He foreſaw the havock and deſola- 
tion the ſword would ſpread. He foreſaw the 
ruin and deſtruction to which the ſound of the 
| trumpet 
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trumpet was an awful prelude—his foul is thrown 
into diſtreſs and agonies with the ſcene. | 

Would to God! the preſent times did not 
preſent views too much ſuited to move and affect 
us in a ſimilar manner—A war hath commenced 
which, beſides thregtening all the calamities 
common to the deſolating ſword, is pregnant 
with peculiar evils; in which, whoever gains a 
victory, victory itſelf is to be feared and la- 
mented. 

On ſuch an occaſion it is not improper 0 
weep the proſpects are too melancholy to be 
ſeen without the riſing ſigh. Though ſighs and 
tears cannot prevent the impending evil, it is 
humane, it is generous to lament, where we 
cannot command the ſword into its peaceable 
ſcabbard. It may be uſeful to indulge” thoſe 
emotions of tenderneſs and compaſſion, which 
may prepare us for the regions of everlaſting 
peace - may prompt us to implore the interpo- 
ſition of heaven— to pray for an happy recon- 
ciliation, and for the proſperity of our country. 

Let us indulge thoſe reflections which may 
cheriſh the emotions of grief at the 


views of miſery and deſolation. 


Let us examine the cauſes and motives from 
which war in general ariſes - Let us behold the 
dreadful effects it produces Let us anticipate 
the probable conſequences which await the pro- 
ſecution of the civil war, in which we are now 
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engaged with the once indulged and protected 
colonies. Theſe enquiries will pain our hearts, 
will call forth our tears, eſpecially when every 
light in which the ſubject is placed, will ſhew 
the propriety of regarding war as one of thoſe 
means divine Providence uſes to correct, or to 
inflict deſerved ruin on a ſinful nation. 

At the mention of theſe things, we are ready 
to adopt the expreſſive ſtrains of the prophet— 
My bowels, my bowels: I am pained at my very 
beart , my heart maketh_ a noiſe in me; becauſe 
thou haſt heard, O my ſoul, the Jound of the trum- 
pet, the alarm of war. 

. Firſt, the cauſe and motives from which i in 


general war ariſes, juſtify theſe ſtrong emotions 


of anguiſh and grief. 

The human heart is formed capable of every 
tender, of every kind impreſſion ; capable of 
gratitude,. of friendſhip, of univerſal benevo- 
lence. 

The end of men's uniting in More oy is to guard 
and ſecure their own rights; not to ſtrengthen 
each other for rapine and ſlaughter. _ 

The principles of Chriſtianity ſhould beget in 
every boſom a veneration for the human race, 
which ſhould ftay the hand lifted up to ſlaughter 
and deſtroy any. part of it. 

From whence then come wars in the world? 
Come they not hence, even of luſts that war in out 
members he luſt of Power, and the luſt of 

con- 
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conqueſt, have erected the ſtandard, and carried 
the deſtroying weapon through the world. 
Ambition and revenge have ſometimes taught 
thoſe hands which were deſigned to protect the 
poor and weak, and relieve the helpleſs, to fight 
and plunder. How frequently doth hiſtory pre- 
ſent ſcenes of devaſtation and ſlaughter; the 
dire effects of ſchemes. formed in the cabinets of 
ſtateſmen to ſupport their own power, or of 
views of univerſal dominion. cheriſhed in the 
breaſt of a ſingle man, the tyrant of his own, the 
ſcourge of other countries? Ye princes! ye mi- 
niſters of ſtate ! if you can ſport with the lives 
of foreigners—if you feel no remorſe at ſpread- 
ing havock and ruin through diſtant regions— 
have you fo ſhut up the bowels of compaſſion, 
that you can ſend forth thouſands to the battle, 
whe are your countrymen and your. ſubjects, 
whaſe uſeful hands have been accuſtomed to pout 
in upon you the riches of commerce, and to 
reap for you the bleſſings of harveſt ? Theſe ſons 
of induſtry ! what have they done that they muſf: 
be ſacrificed at the altar of ambition, revenge, 
or ideal honour? Alas! juſtice and humanity 
plead in vain, when men are ſet upon purſuing 
their paſſions, ſelf-intereſt, or ſubduing, plun- 
dering, and devouring one another, 
In this view the proſpect of any war is affect- 
ing. The cauſes of it are always to be lamented. 
The meaſures, which were the immediate ſprings 
of 
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of is, may, perhaps, appear fair and plauſible ; 
but when the matter is traced back to the diſtant 
and original motives of it; the defire of extend- 
ing power, the thirſt of wealth, or, perhaps, 
miſtaken views, firft gave nee to the miſ- 
chie vous evil. 

Certainly, Chriſtians, you cannot ſee infatiable 
ambition, or ignorant pride, leading forth its 
armed. battalions, without bewailing the guilt of 
that paſſion which is gratified at ſuch an expence, 
It is a melancholy conſideration, to think that 
the eternal laws of juſtice and goodneſs, muſt give 
way to error, or the luſt of power; that men often 
meet with enemies where they expected friendly 
neighbours, and deſtruction from thoſe to whom 
they looked up as the Sachen and 2 
of their rights. 

He can be no lover of juſtice, nor of mankind, 
who is not affected with theſe thoughts, and diſ- 
poſed to ſhed a tear. The mind ſaddens at the 
contemplation, and our ſorrows PP} when 
we ſee, 

Secondly, The dreadful effects of war. 

The Prophet paints ſome of its dire conſe- 
quences, in a profuſion of bold and animated 
imagery, in ſome verſes after the text, —He de- 
ſcribes its devaſtations; a whole country laid in 
ruins ! reduced to a ſolitude and a chaos !—/ 
beheld the earth, and lo, it was without form and 

void; and the heavens, and they had no light. 1 
5 | bebeld 
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bebeld the mountains, and lo, there was no man, 


And all the birds of the begvens were fled. I bebeld, 


and lo, the fruitful place was a wilderneſs, and all 


\the cities thereof were broken down at the preſence 


of the Lord, and by his fierce anger. 

O! unhappy realms, on whoſe border the 
ſtandard is erected ! Unhappy nation! the trea- 
ſure of which is employed, and whoſe inhabitants 
are ſent to the field of battle, to ſupport the im- 
pious glory of ambition !—the labour of the 
huſbandman ceaſeth — the ſtorehouſes of the 
merchant are ſhut up—the artiſt lays by his uſe- 
ful tools, and learns to brandiſh the ſword—the 
pleaſing intercourſes of relative life are inter- 
cepted the wife fits at home ſolitary and pen- 
ſive, in anxious fears for the life of her beloved 
partner the tender, aged parent, is full of 
thought and concern for an amiable ſon— friends 
are torn from friends they, whom ſome pecu- 
liar privilege, or advanced years, excuſe from 
this painful and bloody ſervice, are left at home 
to fear and lament; half their happineſs gone, 
and their hearts tortured with anxious ſuſpenſe— 
they, whom their country commands to arm for 
the battle, go forth to meet the arrows of death, 
or to breath out ſlaughter againſt their own race. 
The trumpet which ſounds the call to engage, 
announces the approaching fall of the brave and 
the good—the victory that inſpires joy is embit- 
tered with tears over friends and relatives ſlain— 

| What 
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What promiſcuous carnage ! What mangled 
limbs! What hideous cries ! Fields covered with 
ghaſtly corpſes ! Green paſtures crimſoned with 
human gore! Ye conquered nations ! humanity 
weeps over your temples and palaces laid in duſt 
over your inhabitants delivered up to the ſword 
—over your opulent cities laid in ruins—over 
your fields and pleaſant gardens, rendered only 
vaſt and dreary tracts of deſolation. 

O! ye exulting powers, whoſe arms have 
gained the victory; whoſe coaſts reſound with 
the voice of joy and gladneſs; think how dearly 
is that victory gained, for which thouſands have 
paid with the loſs of their lives, and ten thouſands 
with their ruined fortunes. Be not too warm in 
congratulating yourſelves ; the glory of your 
triumphs is tarniſhed with the ſorrowful counte- 
nances and mourning garbs of orphans and wi- 
dows—with the ſilence of your ports, that uſed 
to hear the voice of merchandize—with the in- 
creaſed burdens which an exhauſted treaſury, 
multiplied taxes, and a diminiſhed trade, will 
entail on your poſterity. The unborn may weep 


at the mention of thoſe victories in which their 


ſires exulted. * 

Are theſe the evils of war? What heart doth 
not ſhudder at the proſpect, and wiſh for the 
return of peace 


Thirdly, The uncertainty of the event, a 
the peculiar evils, which, in any caſe, will ariſe 


from 
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from it, are particular reaſons for lamenting 


the commencement of the preſent war. Some 
perſons are ready to ſmile at the ſuppoſition, 
that the event of the enſuing campaign is uncer- 
tain. They entertain the moſt ſanguine hopes 
from the wiſdom of the cabinet, the valour of 
our generals, the number of our forces, and the 
greatneſs of our preparations by ſea and land. 
But ſurely there is abundant reaſon for being 
leſs confident in our expectations, when it is re- 
collected, that many unforeſeen accidents hap- 
pen to fruſtrate the wiſeſt ſchemes and beſt con- 
certed meaſures, eſpecially in operations that 
depend upon the leave of the winds and waves to 
execute z as well as where the ground is pre- 
occupied ; where we oppoſe thoſe who fight in 
the ſight of their houſes, their families, and 
children; where our forces are not inured to the 
climate, or may be unacquainted with the ſitua- 


tion. It may be wiſe to admit ſome apprehen- 


fions of a defeat, on the ground of that remark, 
which the wiſe king drew from experience, and 
which has been verified through all ſucceeding 
ages, that the race is not always to the ſwift, nor 
the battle to the ſtrong. 

To theſe general reaſons of diffidence and 


anxiety may be added, a diſtruſt of the wiſdom - 


of the cabinet, who tell us, they have been 
deceived; Former defeats do not encourage 
us to admit unſuſpecting imaginations of fu- 
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ture triumphs; an army of near ten thou: 
ſand men, with our braveſt generals, kept 
ſhut up in Boſton, a prey to diſeaſe and hard- 
ſhips, which it was vainly | conceived could 
march victorious through the whole, continent 
of America, may well check our warm expecta- 
tions from the number and valour of our forces. 
The unanimity and firmneſs of our Colonies, 
whom one judgment unites, and one ſpirit ac- 
tuates ; the ENTHUSIASM which warms their 
breaſts, the ardour with which, all glow- in one 
common cauſe ; theſe are circumſtances, very 
unfavourable to the ſucceſs of thoſe whom dif- 
ferent judgments, on the merit of the; cauſe, 
divide; who are, perhaps, reluctant to the ſer- 
vice of the field, and who are not animated with 
the enthuſiaſm a conteſt for freedom inſpires. 
Let theſe things be weighed, and it will at leaſt 
- appear a matter of doubt, whether the event 
will be ſo propitious to the Britiſi arms as ſome 
expect. Give me leave to repeat to thoſe who 
are ſeriouſly impreſſed with a deep ſenſe of God's 
providence, that the race is not always io the ſwift, 
nor the battle to the ſtrong. 

Suppoſe victory doth crown our operations, 
what are to be the fruits of our ſucceſs? Can a 
depopulated country enrich us with its com- 
merce ? Can the plantations which the ſword 
hath deſolated, pour in upon us the plenties of 
harveſt ? | 
| And 
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And when after a courſe of years, frugality 


and induſtry ſhall again raiſe them to a flouriſh- 
ing ſtate, will not the remembrance of paſt 
grievances and ſufferings rouſe the dormant ſpi- 
rit of courage and liberty, and urge them to new 
conteſts, to ſhake off a yoke to which they have 
yielded a forced ſubmiſſion ?—Inſtead of obedi- 
ence, which affection to a parent ſtate hath ren- 


dered eaſy, and which mutual benefits have 


ſtrengthened, we promiſe ourſelves the conſtrain- 
ed, almoſt uſeleſs ſubjection of an impoveriſhed 
country.—Valuable acquiſition! glorious object 
our authority is to be eſtabliſhed, our exchequer 
repleniſhed, our merchants are to be enriched, 
our poor furniſhed with labour and bread—by 
the ruin of a moſt flouriſhing part of our em- 
pire | 

If victory ſhould declare againſt us, what 
will be the probable conſequences ? Perhaps the 
independence of the Colonies, and the loſs of a 
trade which has been ſaid * to have increaſed, a 
few years ſince, to nearly an equality with what 
this great commercfal nation carried on at the 
beginning of this century with the whole world. 
A trade teeming with every benefit and bleſſing 
that can make a people rich, proſperous and 
powerful. The effects of this loſs will, proba- 
bly, be a decreaſe in the value of eftates—a de- 


* See the Second Appeal to the Juſtice and Policy of the 


People of Great-Britain, 
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ficiency in the revenue—manufacturers ſtarving 
—with a diminution of our marine and of our 
ſeamen, Perhaps ſtrengthening that very coun- 
try we now propoſe to humble, and weakening 
ourſelves in the ſight of rival powers, our natu- 
ral enemies, the enemies of civil and religious 
liberty, who wiſh to humble, if not to deſtroy 
us. | 
Theſe are the alarming conſequences, which, 
in either caſe, that of our or their ſucceſs threaten 


us as the dire effects of this war with the Colo- 


nies; .conſequences ſufficient to raiſe our fears; 
conſequences which ought to impreſs us with 
deep concern. Sometimes I tremble at the 
proſpect, lament with the Prophet, and am ready 
to ſay within myſelf, O! my country, what doom 
awaiteth thee ! The language of ſuch diſpenſa- 
tions is, Prepare to aneet thy Cad; for except ye 
repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſb. 

Fourthly, War is a Judgment of God. Per- 
ſonal troubles are neceſſary to correct and reform 
individuals. By public calamities nations are 
diſciplined, and bear the puniſhment of their 
iniquities. 

War is one of thoſe ſevere, national calami- 
ties, by which the Providence of heaven either 
recovers an inflated and diſſipated people to ſo- 
briety, and a juſt and practical ſenſe of religion 
and virtue; or by which ruin is inflicted on a 
nation who hath forfeited the favour and pro- 
tection of God. War, 
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War, whilſt it is the effect of ambition and 
the luſt of power, is alſo the puniſkment of thoſe 
vices, War, which is the means the paſſions of 
men employ to extend authority unjuſtly, 'often 
terminates in the diminution of their glory and 
empire, 

When a nation is ripe for deſtruction, the 
Supreme Governor of the world calls forth 


neighbouring powers to Jay waſte their cities, 


and to make their lands deſolate, as was the 
caſe with the Jews in the war which the Prophet 
foreſaw and bewailed ; or if infatuation attend 
their own councils, and infamy their operations, 
and diſgrace their arms, the marks of the ven- 
geance of heaven purſuing their crimes, are not 
leſs viſible, 

Let us then be humbled under the correction 
of the Lord—Let us reflect from what reſources 
we may derive hope and comfort. The event 
of war dependeth on the will of Providence ; 
the fate of kingdoms' (though it appears at 
preſent to be forgotten) awaits the pleaſure of 
the Univerſal Sovereign, who changeth the times 
and the ſeaſons z who removeth kings and ſetteth 
up kings. 5 

On what grounds then can we look up to him, 


whilſt the cloud is gathering and ready to burſt 


upon us? On what grounds can we hope that 
Heaven hath kind deſigns towards us? 


Shall 
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Shall we plead our piety ? The faſhionable 
diſregard of the inſtitutions of religion, and the 
contempt with which things ſacred are treated, 
prove us as negligent of 'the Divine Being, as 
deſtitute of divine conſolation. 

Shall we plead the regularity and ſobriety of 
public manners? The diſſipation and luxury of 
the age; the increaſe of all places of diverſion 
and amuſement throughout the kingdom, and 


the exceſſive ſpirit of gaming, ſhew what hope 


we can found on the ſimplicity and e of 
our modes of living. 

Shall we plead our national virtue, and 
diſintereſted regard to the rights and liberties of 
our country? The bribery and corruption, which 
is one avowed art of our civil policy this crime 
practiſed in higher life, as well as amongſt the 
poor inhabitants of a venal borough, ſilenceth 
ſuch pleas. 

Shall we derive our hope of being happily 


delivered from impending evils, from our inno- 


cence in the preſent war? Can we, in the face 
of Heaven, declare we are not the firſt agreſſors? 
I will not anſwer this queſtion; I refer it to your 
own judgment and knowledge to decide it. 
But the preacher may be allowed to mention 
thoſe things, which have raiſed ſuſpicions in the 
minds of very good and ſenſible men. 
It is urged, that the meaſures from which it 
originates, were formed and executed without a 
previous requiſition from the Colonies, It 
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[It is urged, that the old plan of government, 
which had ſo happily ſucceeded for one hundred 
and fifty years, was wantonly and unneceſſarily 
altered. ] 

It is urged, that the new plan of government 
over America is inconſiſtent with the principles 
of our conſtitution, contrary to the great and 
eternal Jaws of equity, and repugnant to the firſt 
principles of civil liberty. 

The. petitions and remonſtrances of the Colo- 
nies rejected their aſſemblies diſſolved the 
plans of accommodation offered by them diſ- 
carded— their aſſuxances of loyalty, and their 
ſolemn declarations, diſclaiming all thoughts of 
independence, diſcredited — art alledged, by 
ſome, as proofs of a culpable conduct in this 
War. 8 I | 

To others, 'it appears by no means juſt to 
abridge ſo reaſonable a privilege, fo natural a 
right, as that of a people granting, by their own 
act alone, their own-. property—which is the 
great barrier of liberty, and the moſt effectual 
way of expreſſing their affection to their ſove- 
reign, and their readineſs to ſupport his govern- 
ment. | 

It is alſo pleaded, that Negro ſlaves have 
been excited to take up arms againſt their maſters 
—that one extenſive Colony is placed in a ſitua- 

The ſentence between the crotchets has been added fince 
the Delivery, We 
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tion hoſtile to the reſt—that Popery has beeri 
eſtabliſhed ® (not merely protected and tolerated) 
whilſt the ſupport even of Proteſtantiſm, is left 
uncertain. That the legiſlative power hath been 
veſted in the hands of a few, independent of the 
choice of the people, which appears to be no 
other than an arbitrary and deſpotic form of go- 
vernment. It is ſaid, that Papilts are furniſhed 
with weapons againſt Proteſtants, members of the 
church of England, as well as all others. Theſe 
things render ſome doubtful of the goodneſs of 
our cauſe, and may damp the ſpirits of men, 
and check the aſpirations of humble e 


in the Lord of Hoſts. 
If it is fo, that neither in our piety, nor in 


our national manners, nor in our public virtue, 
nor in the innocence of our cauſe, we have ſolid 
hope towards God, when he is bringing the 


® In the capitulation of Canada, they alk, 
Art. XXVII. The free exerciſe of the Catholic, Apoſtolic, 
and Roman religion, ſhall ſubſiſt entire, in ſuch manner that 
all the ſtates and people of the towns and countries, places 
and diſtant poſts, ſhall continue to aſſemble in the churches, 
and to frequent the facrament, as heretofore, without being 
moleſted in any manner, directly or indirectly.— Theſe peo- 
ple ſhall be obliged, by the Engliſh government, to pay the 


prieſts the tithes, and all the taxes they were uſed to pay un- 


der the government of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty. 
| Granted — As to the free exerciſe of their religion--- 

The obligation of paying tithes to the pricſts, will depend 
upon the King's pleaſure, | 
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ſword upon the res have we not to fear, 

but every the worſt effects of civil diſcord ? 

It will be well if theſe effects are not aggra- 
vated by a war from other quarters. 

It is ſcarcely to be ſuppoſed, that our natural 
enemies, to whom our proſperity hath been long 
an object of envy, will at once learn fidelity and 
a friendly attachment—and for our ſakes, and 
out of very kindneſs, miſs the favourable op- 
portunity of attacking us. 

Ho gloomy the proſpe& becomes! Can any 
eye ſee the ſcenes which offer, witliout a tear 
Can any heart contemplate our ſituation, without 
being pained and troubled ! moved by compaſ- 
ſion for our country, and alarmed for its inte- 
reſt] | 

Let us pray to the God of heaven, to forgive 
us our ſins, to avert the impending ſtorm, and 
to reſtore peace and good - will to all parts of our 
empire. 

To uſe the excellent words of Dr. Price; © In 
this hour of tremendous danger, it would be- 
come us to turn our thoughts to heaven: this 
is what our brethren in the Colonies are doing 
« —from one end of North- America to the other, 
they are faſting and praying. But what are 
ve doing? Shocking thought! We are ridi- 
culing them as fanatics, and ſcoffing at reli- 
gion— We are running wild after pleaſure, 
* and forgetting every thing ſerious, at maſque- 

C « rades 
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« rades—We are gambling at  gaming-haufes, 
« trafficking for boroughs, perjpring ourſelves 
« at elections, and ſelling ourſelves for places— 
« Which ſide then is Providence likely to fa- 


« your ? 


In America we ſee a number of riſing ſtates, 
in the vigour of youth, inſpired by the nobleſt 
« of all paſſions, the paſſion of being free, and 
« animated by piety. Here we ſee an old Rate, 
« oreat indeed, but inflated and irreligious, 
« enervated by luxury, encumbered with debts, 
«and hanging by a thread Can any one look 
« without pain to the iſſue May we not ex- 
4 pect calamities that ſhall recover to reflection 
« (perhaps to devotion) our lbertines and 
« atheiſts.” 

O that we may be perſuaded to /eek the Lord 
whilſt be may be found, and to call upon him whilſt 
he is near, before ſentence is executed againſt us. 
Yes, my. brethren, the mercy of heaven, pub. 
liſhed by Jeſus Chriſt, indulges thoſe with li- 


; berty to hope, who have no merit to plead, but 


even much guilt to conteſs. 

It will anſwer a valuable end, and is the ap- 
plication to which we would turn this diſcourſe, 
if the affecting views that have been laid open, 


ſhould prevail with you to ſeek the conſolations 


of religion, and to pray for the renewed peace 
of our Jeruſalem. Touched at theſe proſpects, 
deeply intereſted in its felicity, let us pray for 


its 
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its peace they ſhall proſper that -lave thee, peace 


he within thy walls, proſperity within thy palaces, 


and liberty through all thy coaſts. 


With united hearts, with united voices, pray 
that the God of peace, who ruleth among na- 
tions, may baniſh from our borders civil diſcord 
Let us pray, that peace may deſcend. from her 
native heaven, and bid her olives ſpring through 
Britain and the Colonies—Devqutly beg, that the 
bleſſings of this conſtitution may be every where 
diffuſed that commerce may continue to pour 
in her bleſſings upon our coaſts, to cloath the 
countenances of the induſtrious with chearful- 


neſs and ſmiles. 


Let us humbly. implore af our God, to inſpire 
all orders and ranks of men with a commanding 
ſenſe of the excellency and value of our govern- 


ment. 


Let us pray, that corruption may be deſtroyed ; 


that the ſenate and council of the nation may Be 
actuated by diſintereſted zeal for the public 


good, 


Let us. intreat the Lord of Lords, and King 


of Kings, that our moſt gracious ſavereign may, 
from the clemency of his diſpoſition, interpoſe 
to ſtop the further effuſion of human blood, by 
forming and directing pacific meaſures—mea- 

lures that may prevent the devaſtations of war, 
and re-unite all the members of this great empire 
in the ſacred hond of charity, harmony and pub- 


lic happineſs. 


Let 
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Let thoſe aſſemble theiiſelves rogerher; whom 
che found of the trumpet and the alatm of civil 
war diſtreſſes Let them pour out theſe prayers 


with holy importunity before the throtie of Al 
mighey Sesdneſs. 1 


What if Chriſtian ſocieties We to meet toge- 


ther ſolely for this'purpaſe, and were to ſet apart 
ſome time for religious acts, which the love of 
their County mould animate? 

It would be decent perhaps! it would be uſe⸗ 
ſul - However, in your families and your cloſets, 
be fervent advocates with heaven, and ning 
theſe prayers with your other addreſſts : © 

O God of the armies of heaven; O Lord of 
Hoſts; O. guardian God of bur country, 5 in 
great mercy thy'vengeatnce, 
Father of grace and peace! heal our AiviGos 
and cauſe the ſound of the trumpet to ceaſe; 

If it be thy will, and it be right, may the plan 


of government purſued with mutual benefits till 


the commencement of our unhappy troubles, be 
reſumed |! 


May an happy recoglliation, and the eng; 


2 


ol i again flow in upon us 


Again may peace reign in our duchings, and 
the joys of a delightful union TE Hnouge our 
coſts” | * * I 
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